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In fall 2013, the CST conducted an experiment to test an alternative version
of the ESS household income question.  This alternative wording included a
filter question where the respondent is asked to select whether they best
know the household’s weekly, monthly, or annual income, and depending on
the answer to the filter question they are asked the income amount in their
preferred format.  Respondents who replied DK or refused to answer the
income amount were then asked the main reason for their answer.  These
responses were recorded verbatim and can be found in Appendix A.

Unfortunately, there was a misunderstanding and those who said don’t
know to the filter question were not asked the income question, so a
comparison of DK/refusal levels is now less informative than we hoped it
would be.  Nevertheless, here is a summary of the findings.





When looking at respondents who were asked the substantive
question, the alternative wording led to significantly lower
levels of response rates in both countries, with substantive
responses being 9 percent points higher when the alternative
wording is asked (see table 1).

In Great Britain, this difference seems to be due to a reduction
in both the percentage of refusals and don’t knows.  In
Portugal, however, the difference is due entirely to increased
willingness to provide an income amount (see table 2).
















