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Abstract 
 

 
 The issue of systemic transformation is of great interest to researchers. It is a period in the history 
of Poland in which a comprehensive reconstruction of the social and economic system was carried out. 
The Polish society decided to transition from an authoritarian system and centrally controlled economy 
to a democratic system and market economy (Ratajczak, 2009). The usual assumption is that the 
systemic transformation in Poland covered the years 1990-2004 (Swadźba, 2005, p. 14; Kaliński, 2009, 
p. 9). 

However, the greatest difficulties in conducting quantitative research for the period of transition arise 
from the administrative reform in effect since January 1999, which introduced, among other things, a 
new administrative division of Poland1. The country's territory, which previously had 49 provinces, was 
divided into 16 voivodships. The only administrative units whose boundaries did not change were 
municipalities. For this reason, most studies referring to the period of transformation concern the entire 
country or are limited by the time scope of the administrative reforms in force, despite the fact that 
transformation processes do not usually proceed uniformly over the entire area of a given country 
(Narkiewicz, 1998; Mync and Komornicki, 2000; Korenik, 2003; Nowińska-Łaźniewska, 2004, chap. 
Zróżnicowanie rozwoju polskich regionów w okresie transformacji w latach 1990-2001 [Differentiation 
of the development of Polish regions in the period of transformation in 1990-2001]; Kaliński, 2009, figs 
4-20; Sowiński, 2009; Włodarczyk and Nowak, 2011). The direction and pace of the transformation 
processes are the results of a region's location, its type, the density of residence, different levels of the 
involvement of human capital and infrastructure resources, as well as cultural or historical conditions 
of individual provinces or regions (Hryniewicz, 1998; Gorzelak, 1999; Bałtowski and Miszewski, 2015, 
figs 38-40). 

While it is relatively easy to cope with the difficulties arising from inflation or methodological type of 
changes, the above-described problems arising from administrative reforms significantly limit the 
research possibilities. Of course, it is possible to use data from the Central Statistical Office and 
agglomerate the data of a given year at the level of municipalities and, on this basis, construct various 
types of time series (Stanny, 2013, chap.  Zasoby lokalne jako czynniki rowoju obszarów wiejskich w 
Polsce [Local resources as factors of rural development in Poland] pp. 213-261; Smętkowski and 
Płoszaj, 2016). However, this is extremely time-consuming and requires, each time, a detailed analysis 
of the lists of municipalities that make up each voivodeship or region under analysis.  

From this perspective, it seemed necessary to develop a quantitative tool that would provide reliable 
estimates of variables estimated for the entire transition period that is relatively quickly and easily 
obtainable. This tool would allow the transformation of available quantitative data published by the 
CSO from a system of 49 provinces into a system of 16 voivodeships. The starting point for its 
development was the area of the municipalities comprising a given voivodeship. The choice of the area 
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of municipalities as the basis for the transformation by virtue of the fact that this was the same structure 
of municipalities that was preserved after the introduction of the administrative reform. Thus, the 
purpose of this paper is to present the transformation of quantitative data from the transition period at 
the voivodeship level (49 voivodships to 16 voivodships) and assess its usefulness and reliability in 
socio-economic and demographic research on the transition period.  
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