
Interviewer and Don’t Know = DK answered 
Summary by Seppo 
Sept 2011 
 
It is clear that DK answers are not nice if they are high. This may depend on a non-good question like 
here.  
Reference: Interviewer Observation: are the observations what we want or what interviewers think 
we want? by Olena Kaminska and Peter Lynn, 
ISER, University of Essex, UK 
22nd Household Survey Nonresponse Workshop, Bilbao 5-7 Sep 2011 
 
Old version 
 
Based on your observation, is it likely that this address has a car or van? 
- Definitely has a car / van 
- Likely 
- Unlikely 
- Definitely does not have a car / van 
- Cannot tell from observation 
 

Based on your observation, is it likely that this address contains one or more children aged under 10 
(including babies)? 
- Definitely has a child / children aged under 10 
- Likely 
- Unlikely 
- Definitely does not have a child / children aged under 10 
- Cannot tell from observation 
 
New version: 
 
Standing outside, can you observe any signs of children under 10 (including babies) at this address? 
- Yes 
- No 
Standing outside, can you observe any signs of car or van belonging to this address? 
- Yes, likely belonging to this address 
- Yes, unsure whether belonging to this address 
- No 
 
 
Table 2. Distribution of interviewer responses in the old and new versions of interviewer 
observation questions 
 

Children under 10 Cars and Vans 

 

old version new version old version new version 

definitely present 5.3 yes 8.4 definitely present 39.9 yes, probably of this 
HH 45 .2 
 

likely present 6.7 no 91.2 likely present 19.96 
 

yes, unsure if of this 
HH’s 10.2 
 



unlikely present 26.1 DK 0.5 unlikely present 4.6 no 44.1 
 

definitely not 
present 12.0 
 

 definitely not 
present 2.8  

DK 0.5 
 

DK 49.9 
 

 DK 32.8 
 

 

total 433  
 

431  433  431 

 


