
Master’s Programme in Contemporary Societies 

Changes in Curriculum 2022-2023 

- SOSM-YP334 Migration and Cities added to the electives of the COS-YP300A Social and Public 
Policy, Advanced Studies module.   

- SOSM-SL321 Science Studies added to the COS-M400 Mind and Society module 

- COS-D407 Scientific Modeling and Model Validation, changes in course details as follows: 

o Compeletion Methods: Active participation in course Presentation and executive summary 
report of assigned topic. and weekly exercises. 

o Contents: This course introduces students to the basics of scientific modeling and model 
validation in the social sciences. It places the primary focus on how to use and assess 
statistical models to understand and quantify observed phenomena in the real world, also 
in the context of large datasets. The course covers concepts, methods, and tools for 
selecting and assessing the performance, flexibility, and accuracy of statistical models, most 
notably bias-variance tradeoff, bet on sparsity principle, bootstrapping, and cross-
validation. The students will get a practical sense for these techniques through hands-on 
experiences in various real-world contexts by using the statistical software R. Participating 
in this course will be very useful for students in terms of developing skills in applied data 
science, implementation of statistical models & assessment techniques, and data 
visualization. 

o Assessment practices and criteria: Graded on a scale of 0 to 5 (0 = Fail, 1 = Passable, 2 = 
Satisfactory, 3 = Good, 4 = Very Good, 5 = Excellent) Pass / Fail. 

o Relations to other study units: You can also complete COS-D422 Scientific Modeling and 
Model Validation: Advanced, 5 cr with this course. Basic familiarity with R and statistical 
concepts. The course Quantitative Research Skills (COS-R405) will be a good basis. 

o Responsible person: Mikko Myrskylä 

- COS-D409 Forecasting II: Applied Research project  the first part of the name removed: COS-
D409 Applied Research Project. Changes in course details as follows: 

o Course content: Students learn by conducting quantitative social science research during 

this course. The course provides students with an opportunity to carry out and write a 

small piece of empirical quantitative research on a topic of their choice by using an existing 

dataset. It is an opportunity to produce a research report by using the quantitative and 

general academic skills students have developed during this and other courses 

o Course learning outcomes: Students will be able to independently apply the quantitative 

methods of social sciences (e.g., regression analysis, logistic regression analysis) to conduct 

research on a relevant topic in this field. Students will be able to design and carry out a 

small research project by using an existing dataset, and report and interpret the results in 

the context of relevant literature. They will also be able to present and critically evaluate 

their work as well as constructively discuss and comment other students’ work.” 

o Prerequisites: COS-R405 Quantitative Research Skills, or basic statistics skills acquired 

through other courses 

o Recommended optional studies and relations to other study units are removed 

o Timing: 3rd teaching period 

o Responsible person: new university lecturer 


