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Facts and numbers 

University of Oslo 

•  Founded in 1811 
•  28 000 students 
•  7 000 employees 
•  8 faculties, 2 museums, 

several centres, 10 
centres of excellence 



Humanities and Social 
sciences Library 

•  The largest academic 
book collection in Norway 
–2 800 000+ books 

•  Two museum libraries 
(archaeology and 
ethnography) 

•  Humanities student 
library 

•  Theological library 

 

Facts and numbers 



Organisation 

Facts and numbers 

•  Circulation section (42) 
•  Acquisition and catalogue 

section (18) 
•  Reference and research 

section (23) 
•  IT section (4) 



The library and the university 

•  Teaching 
•  Academic writing 

centre 
•  Systematic reviews 
•  Events and exhibits 



Teaching 

•  Library classes held by subject specialists/academic 

librarians: Primarily for master students and ph.d candidates 

•  Some advanced courses for bachelor students working on 

larger papers are also given by the staff in our department 

•  Most introductory classes for new bachelor students are 

given by librarians 



Teaching 
•  2018: the subject specialists and academic librarians in our department 

gave more than 100 classes, lectures, or workshops especially 
designed for master’s level and ph.d students 

•  Great variations as to how the library classes are co-planned with the 
faculty or integrated in the schedule of the academic study program 

•  Teaching methods vary between lectures, demonstrations, hands-on 
exercises, and workshops – it depends on the size of the group, the 
theme of the session, the wishes from the professor  



Teaching 

•  Some library classes have to be planned and negotiated 

every semester 

•  Some library classes run its course, semester after semester, 

fully integrated with the academic program’s lectures and 

seminars 

•  Some library classes are taught «on-demand» 



What do we teach? 

•  Principles of academic information retrieval  

•  Strategies for searching in academic databases  

•  Finding proper subject terms and keywords for the 

systematic searches within specific fields of study 

•  Searching and finding material in our library’s collections 

•  Norms of scientific integrity  

•  Correct rules of reference styles and citation practices 



Collaboration on the institutional level 

•  Strategy 2030 
•  LINK (Centre for 

learning, innovation 
and academic 
development) 

•  UniPed  



UniPed 

https://www.uio.no/link/
universitetspedagogikk/kurstilbudet/
store-valgmoduler/
Kritisk%20kildehåndtering/index.html 
 



Academic writing center 

•  Peer tutoring 
•  Shut-up-and-write 
•  Writers’ nights 
•  Courses in 

cooperation with the 
departments 

Web page 
 



Academic writing center 

Total number of consultations 



Academic writing center 



Academic writing centre 

55.4	%	
36.2	%	

7.2	%	

0.3	%	
0.9	%	
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Systematic reviews 

•  In our library -increased need for support – 
(students and researchers)  

•  What is systematic reviews  
•  How we organize the work at University of 

Oslo Library 



Systematic Review is: 

•  A Research Method 
•  A type of article 
•  Systematic Review Journals  
•  In databases - you can search for Systematic Reviews 
•  Databases with only Systematic Review articles (The Cochrane 

Database of Systematic Reviews, The Campell Library, 
Epistemonikos) 

•  Books (about the method)  
 



Systematic Review as Research Method 
– a definition: 

It ‘is a specific methodology that locates existing studies, 
selects and evaluates contributions, analyses and 
synthesizes data, and reports the evidence in such a way that 
allows reasonably clear conclusions to be reached about 
what is and is not known’.  
 
 
(Daigneault, Jacob & Ouimet, 2012) 
 



STAGES IN A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW 

 
 

•  Define the research Question - PICO 
•  Chose databases 
•  Register the upcoming review in PROSPERO 
•  Identify the relevant subject terms 
•  “Translate” the searches to other databases 
•  Do the searches – send to Endnote – eliminate duplicates 
•  Define exclusion- and inclusion criteria 
•  Report as a diagram 
 
 



The role of the librarian 

“The US Medical Library Association (MLA) has acknowledged 
that librarians are increasingly invited to join research teams to 
provide an expert searching component to the team. However, 
although LIS professionals have adopted diverse roles within the 
systematic review context, as the MLA statement suggests, these 
are primarily of a supportive nature. Typically, LIS professionals 
contribute to the data collection and data management 
phases of a review, withdrawing from the team once the literature 
is identified and obtained in readiness for its appraisal, extraction 
and synthesis.» 
 
Grant, Maria J., & Booth, Andrew (2009): A typology of reviews: an analysis of 14 review types and 
associated methodologies. Health Information and Libraries Journal, nr. 26, pp.91–108.  

 



Types of reviews 
-  Critical review  
-  Literature review  
-  Mapping review 
-  Meta-analysis  
-  Mixed studies review  
-  Overview  
-  Qualitative systematic review  
-  Rapid review  
-  Scoping review 
-  State-of-the-art review  
-  Systematic review  
-  Systematic search and review  
-  Systematized review 
-  Umbrella review 
 
Grant, Maria J., & Booth, Andrew (2009): A typology of reviews: an analysis of 14 review types and associated 
methodologies. Health Information and Libraries Journal, nr. 26, pp.91–108.  

 



Example – PhD student in psychology 

«I am a PhD-candidate at the institute of psychology. I plan to 
review all qualitative studies on self-harm – adults and/or youths – 
a so called meta-synthesis. What I need from you is to set up a 
systematic search. I have already considered some search 
terms.» 
 
Stänicke, L., Haavind, I., & Gullestad, H. (2018). 
How Do Young People Understand Their Own Self-Harm? A Meta-
synthesis of Adolescents’ Subjective Experience of Self-Harm. 
Adolescent Research Review, 3(2), 173-191. 
 



Resources at the library 

•  https://www.ub.uio.no/english/writing-
publishing/for-researchers/systematic-
reviews.html 

•  https://www.phdontrack.net/ 


