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OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING
AOF SEPTEMBER 2021 CALL



Academy of Finland Autumn call 2021
Research plan, point 4: Responsible 
science
Subsection 4.3 Open science, consist of 
two parts
• Publication plan that supports open 

access (Academy-funded projects 
are required to commit to open 
access publishing)

• Brief plan for data management
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INTRODUCTION



PUBLICATION PLAN 
THAT SUPPORTS OPEN ACCESS



BACKGROUND



OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING 

Open access publishing is to publish is such a way that the digital article is available 
immediately for free in internet. There are three ways to do that.
 Gold open access - the publication is published in an open access journal without 

restrictions. This can happen by paying an APC-charge or for free (> Diamond oa-
journals).

 Hybrid open access – an article is published openly by requiring an APC-charge in a 
journal which includes both open and non-open articles.

 Green open access – a version of the article is published in institutional repository or 
elsewhere when the publisher allows this. Usually the final draft version after peer 
review process is allowed to self-archive and often an embargo is set by publisher.
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PLAN S AND ACADEMY OF
FINLAND FUNDING



PLAN S AND AOF

 Academy of Finland subscribes to ambitious open access policy – it is a partner in open 
access initiative Plan S by cOAlition S, a group of science funders, supported by 
European Union and various charity organizations (see https://www.coalition-
s.org/about/)

 The basic idea of Plan S is to make all publicly funded research articles openly available 
without embargos. Accepted OA-routes are gold and green – hybrid publishing is 
accepted with only certain conditions.

 Plan S requirements are introduced to AoF funding calls from 2021 onwards. Therefore
there are significant changes to previous practices which have to be taken account in 
the point 4.3 of the research plan. In addition to Plan S, Finland’s national policy for 
open access to scholarly publications is followed as well.

 AoF FAQ about plan S
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https://www.coalition-s.org/about/
https://www.aka.fi/en/about-us/whats-new/press-releases/2019/tutkimusjulkaisujen-avoimuutta-edistavan-plan-s--suunnitelman-toimeenpano-etenee/faq-about-plan-s/


DORA DECLARATION



DORA DECLARATION

 AoF is also committed to The San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment 
(DORA).

 The basic idea of DORA is that research needs to be assessed on its own merits rather 
than based on the venue in which the research is published. DORA states that the 
impact factor (e.g. JIF or h-index) is not to be used as a substitute measure of the 
quality of researchers or their research.

 According to cOAlition S, openness supports the assessment of research by focusing 
on the quality of the research and not on the quality of the publication channels. DORA 
and Plan S thus have similar aims.
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AOF REQUIREMENTS
FOR ARTICLES



THREE WAYS TO PUBLISH: GOLD

All peer-reviewed articles funded fully or partly by AoF must be published open access 
without embargo. There are three ways to do this: 1) OA-journal 2) self-archiving 3) 
hybrid journal changing to full OA
1) By publishing the article in a Plan-S-compliant scientific journal based on immediate 
open access (gold open access)
 The easiest way to check whether a journal or publishing platform is compliant with Plan 

S is to use database Journal Checker Tool by cOAlition S. Researchers and other 
members of the scientific community using the Journal Checker Tool may send requests 
for supplementations and corrections through the portal.

 For Finnish scientific journals, the Academy exceptionally approves journals in which all 
peer-reviewed articles are published in a manner that is compliant with Plan S, but other 
published material is not fully open access.
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https://journalcheckertool.org/


GOLD OPEN ACCESS

 The article must be published with a Creative Commons-license CC BY (4.0), but CC 
BY-SA, CC0 and CC BY-ND are also possible in specific cases.

 Special permission for the use of an exceptional license shall be requested from the 
Academy – guidelines for this will be available by autumn 2021.

 The scientific publications of Academy-funded projects funded must be archived in a 
repository that guarantees long-term storage for and free open access to the publication 
> open access-articles must always be self-archived to Tuhat as well, to be preserved in 
UH open repository Helda.
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UH SUPPORT FOR GOLD OA

University of Helsinki support for gold open access publishing

 If the journal charges APC, then UH will cover the article processing charge (APC) to 
UH corresponding author. Helsinki University Library handles the payment.

 More information in APC Guide and we will help at hulib-apc@helsinki.fi
 In late August there will be more information for Academy funded researchers.
 Be aware of predatory publishers! Our blog and webinar on how to recognize them.
 On Creative Commons licenses, see our license guide!
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https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/apc/journals
mailto:hulib-apc@helsinki.fi
https://blogs.helsinki.fi/thinkopen/tips-to-recognize-predatory-journal/
https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/oa/eng/license


GREEN OPEN ACCESS

2) By making the article openly and immediately available in a repository (Helda, for example), either as a 
publisher's version (Version of Record) or as an Author Accepted Manuscript (final draft) that supports 
immediate access and is in compliance with Plan S (green open access)
 Note that not all journals allow self-archiving without an embargo. The Academy encourages the authors to 

propose making the article openly available immediately, as agreed in the publishing agreement. This 
requires that the author asks for permission to self-archive without embargo with CC BY-license (see above 
on other license options!), mentioning that she/he is funded by Plan S-funder AoF.

 If the publisher refuses immediate self-archiving, the article can be made open access through self-
archiving within an embargo (up to 12 months for social sciences and the humanities, up to 6 months for 
other scientific disciplines). The Academy is preparing to phase out embargos and adopt the Rights 
Retention Strategy (of cOAlition S), which enables immediate self-archiving, during 2021. More info later!

 Academy-funded researchers may also use international, reliable repositories for self-archiving purposes.
 The same license rules as in gold OA apply to self-archived articles (CC BY as default)
 Note that information concerning book chapters follows later on this year!
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https://www.coalition-s.org/rights-retention-strategy/


UH SUPPORT FOR GREEN OA

University of Helsinki support for green open access publishing

 Guide to self-archiving - you can archive the article to Tuhat yourself following AoF requirement. 
Check Sherpa/romeo for article version requirements.

 Deposit service: send your article to us, mention that the article is written under AoF funding, add 
publication information and enclose both the published version and the author's accepted 
manuscript. We will archive the article for you according to AoF requirements. Our address is 
openaccess@helsinki.fi There may be changes to the procedure later, check out the latest 
information from our guide!

 Questions? Write to openaccess@helsinki.fi
 Remember that green open access is always free.
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https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/oa/eng/self-archivingguide
https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/
mailto:openaccess@helsinki.fi
https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/oa/green
mailto:openaccess@helsinki.fi


HYBRID OPEN ACCESS

3) By publishing articles in a scientific journal supported by a transformative agreement
between a publisher committed to promoting immediate open access and a representative 
of the scientific community (e.g. the FinELib Consortium or an individual research 
organisation) or in a scientific journal committed to promoting immediate open access 
(transformative journal). The agreements must be valid during the period 1 January 2021–
31 December 2024.
 Hybrid publishing is possible only in journals which are committed to transform to fully 

open access before 2025 (transformative journals) 
 You can use the Journal Checker Tool to check compliancy
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https://www.coalition-s.org/faq-theme/publication-fees-costs-prices-business-models/
https://finelib.fi/
https://www.coalition-s.org/plan-s-compliant-transformative-journals/
https://journalcheckertool.org/


UH SUPPORT FOR 
TRANSFORMATIVE JOURNALS

University of Helsinki support for publishing in transformative journals

 In UH we have FinELib transformative agreements with several major international 
publishers (Elsevier, OUP, Wiley, Springer, Taylor & Francis etc.)

 Corresponding authors can publish their articles open access without article processing 
charge (APC). See Library's APC Guide for guidelines

Updated information about current and valid agreements on Library's APC Guide. In late 
August there will be more information for Academy funded researchers.
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https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/apc/journals
https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/apc/journals


AOF REQUIREMENTS
FOR OTHER 

SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS



AOF REQUIREMENTS FOR 
MONOGRAPHS AND 

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
 Academy of Finland urges also conference proceedings and monographs to be 

published open access. Detailed guidelines on implementation and funding of these will 
be released later in 2021.

 At the moment UH will not cover these open access charges. This includes also book 
chapters.

 Note that UH has publication services for open access monographs. Helsinki University 
Press publishes peer reviewed, copyedited international research monographs in 
English and the library's Helda Open Books publishes scientific open monographs 
without rigorous peer review process and without providing copy-editing in any 
language.
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https://hup.fi/
https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/oa/eng/HeldaOpenBooks


FINANCING OF OPEN ACCESS



FINANCING OF OPEN ACCESS AND 
OBLIGATIONS FOR SITES OF RESEARCH

The costs of ensuring open access to scientific publications published under the 
Academy’s funding terms and conditions may be included in the overheads of sites of 
research
 UH will cover your open access publishing charges. In UH the Library manages APC 

charges. Please, contact hulib-apc@helsinki.fi
 After 1 July 2022, the charges of international scientific journals can only be taken into 

account if the journal or its publisher participates in the Plan S Price Transparency 
Framework. Even if a publisher does not participate in the framework, researchers 
funded by the Academy of Finland can still publish in the journals of the publisher. In 
these cases UH would not cover possible open access publishing charges.
In December 2021 there will be more information for Academy funded researchers
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https://www.aka.fi/en/research-funding/apply-for-funding/how-to-use-funding/
mailto:hulib-apc@helsinki.fi
https://www.coalition-s.org/price-and-service-transparency-frameworks/


WHAT TO WRITE ON OPEN
ACCESS PUBLISHING TO 4.3?



SOME PRACTICAL TIPS CONCERNING 
4.3 OF THE RESEARCH PLAN

 Explain how you will make you your publications immediately and openly available
 The research plan (item 4.3 ‘Open science’) must include a publication plan that has been 

drafted considering the Academy’s open access requirement. This particularly applies to peer-
reviewed articles, but AoF also recommend open access for other types of publications.

 Specify the implementation of open access to publications – what kind of open access is applied 
(gold, green, hybrid/transformative)?

 Use Journal Checker Tool to find Plan S-compliant publication channels
• If suitable gold OA-journals or transformative journals are not available in your field of science, 

you can use self-archiving (green oa). Check quality open access journals from DOAJ! Avoid 
predatory journals!

 It is good to mention that when self-archiving, you will follow the Plan S -related guideline of 
striving to publish without embargo and with the recommended license.

 You can mention that UH covers the article processing charges (APC) if they are required.
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https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://doaj.org/


FEW OTHER THINGS
RELATED TO ACADEMY POLICIES ON OPEN SCIENCE



RESEARCH OUTPUT METADATA

 All research outputs produced with Academy funding or by using research 
infrastructures the Academy funds must always indicate that the research has been 
conducted with funding from the Academy of Finland. 

 The appropriate decision number(s) must also be mentioned. 
 In connection with an electronic publication or the archiving of a publication, this 

information shall be added to the publication’s metadata. UH guidelines on this will 
appear later on.

 In the case of consortium funding, the scientific publication shall mention the decision 
numbers of the consortium PI, the subproject and the subprojects involved in producing 
the publication.
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OPENNESS OF RESEARCH METHODS

 The Academy requires open access to research methods where possible. 
 Enabling open access to research methods depends not only on the method itself but 

also on the practices of the discipline in question. 
 The Academy has as yet no guidance on the implementation of open access to 

research methods.
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Follow our open access- and APC-guides!
Follow Think open blog which follows AoF

instructions and reports on new guidelines 
(on monographs, conference proceedings 
and rights retention strategy, for example)

The blog includes also information on 
cOAlition S guidelines, as well as open 
science development in general, including 
open access publishing and research data 
management.

Blogs are either in Finnish, in English or 
both.

The blog writers are library specialists, 
researchers and open science specialists.
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STAY TUNED...

https://www2.helsinki.fi/en/helsinki-university-library/library-for-researchers/open-science-and-research
https://libraryguides.helsinki.fi/apc/journals
https://blogs.helsinki.fi/thinkopen/


THANK YOU!
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