
DMPonline (malli: Cancer Research UK) 
Sections Questions 

Data description  - Outline the volume, type, content and format of the final dataset  

Data standards 
 - State the standards that will be utilised for data collection and 

management  

Metadata and 

documentation 

 - Outline the metadata, documentation or other supporting material that 

should accompany the data for it to be interpreted correctly  

Data sharing 

 - Outline the method used to share data  

 - State the timescale for public release of data  

 - State whether a data sharing agreement will be required  

 - Explain any reasons why there may be restrictions on data sharing  

Preservation Plan  - State the long-term preservation plan for the dataset  

Data description 
Outline the volume, type, content and format of the final dataset. 

Data standards 
State the standards that will be utilised for data collection and management. 

Metadata and documentation 
For data sharing to be a success it is important that data are prepared in such a way that those using the 

dataset have a clear understanding of what the data mean so that they can be used appropriately. To 

enable this, applicants are encouraged to include with the dataset all the necessary information (metadata) 

describing the data and their format. This information should include such information as the methodology 

used to collect data, definitions of variables, units of measurement, any assumptions made, the format of 

the data, file type of the data etc. To support this researchers are strongly encouraged to utilise community 

standards to describe and structure data, (e.g. common terminology, minimum information guidelines and 

standard data exchange formats). 

Data sharing 
The methods used to share data will be dependent on a number of factors such as the type, size, 

complexity and sensitivity of data. Data can be shared by any of the following methods:  

Under the auspices of the Principal Investigator  

Investigators sharing under their own auspices may securely send data to a requestor, or upload the data to 

their institutional website. Investigators should consider using a data-sharing agreement (see below) to 

impose appropriate limitations on the secondary use of the data.  

Through a third party  

Investigators can share their data by transferring it to a data archive facility to distribute more widely to the 

scientific community, to maintain documentation and meet reporting requirements. Data archives are 

particularly attractive for investigators concerned about managing a large volume of requests for data, 



vetting frivolous or inappropriate requests, or providing technical assistance for users seeking to help with 

analyses.  

Using a data enclave  

Datasets that cannot be distributed to the general public due to confidentially concerns, or third-party 

licensing or use agreements that prohibit redistribution, can be accessed through a data enclave. A data 

enclave provides a controlled secure environment in which eligible researchers can perform analyses using 

restricted data resources.  

Through a combination of methods  

Investigators may wish to share their data by a combination of the above methods or in different versions, 

in order to control the level of access permitted. 

 


