
Speaker info: 
Kirk Anderson is Associate Professor of Statistics at Grand Valley State University (Michigan, 
USA).  Kirk has a PhD in Applied Statistics from Western Michigan University and has been at 
GVSU since 2002.  In that time he has taught courses at the introductory level to students of all 
backgrounds, advanced courses for statistics majors, and graduate courses to students in the 
health sciences.  Over his career Kirk has consulted with professionals from health sciences and 
other backgrounds, serving on masters and doctoral committees.  He has taught traditional, 
hybrid, and online courses, and currently serves as chair of the General Education Committee.  
Most importantly, he has great interest in the history of statistical methods, and loves to share 
this with his students. 
 
GVSU info:  
Grand Valley State University (GVSU), established in 1960, is located in the state of Michigan.  
The two main campuses of GVSU are in Allendale and Grand Rapids, which are 13 miles apart.  
Over 25,000 students, both undergraduate and graduate, are currently getting a liberal 
education at GVSU.  The Statistics department at GVSU employs 14 tenure-track faculty, offers 
a Statistics major, Applied and Mathematical Statistics minors, and a Biostatistics Masters 
degree.  
 
Information on History of Statistics courses at GVSU: 
STA 430, History of Statistics, is a one credit hour elective course taken by Statistics majors and 
minors and has been offered once a year since 2005. We meet once a week to discuss David 
Salsburg’s The Lady Tasting Tea, and a research paper is assigned. For the paper, students are 
required to use at least 3 additional references, and are encouraged to highlight any 
discrepancies or omissions they find in these sources when compared to Salsburg. Several 
supplemental readings are assigned and discussed. STA 430 is team-taught by Kirk Anderson 
and Phyllis Curtiss. 
STA 215, Introduction to Applied Statistics, Honors College section:  In addition to the “usual” 
statistics content, STA 215 Honors includes a history component, and requires a research paper. 
For the paper, students are required to use at least 4 additional references, and are encouraged 
to highlight any discrepancies or omissions they find in these sources when compared to 
Salsburg.  Some of the homework and exam questions cover The Lady Tasting Tea and the 
supplemental readings.  Kirk Anderson has taught this section four times.  
 


